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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 8-141, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
8-141.  Definitions; exception 4 
A.  In this article, unless the context otherwise requires: 5 
1.  "Adoption subsidy" means a grant THAT IS provided to a child with 6 

special needs which AND THAT has been applied for through the department. 7 
2.  "Agency" means the department or a child welfare agency which THAT 8 

is authorized in its license issued by the department to place or care for 9 
children in foster care. 10 

3.  "Application" means the completion of the department application 11 
form with documentation of the child's special needs. 12 

4.  "Child" means any person WHO IS under the age of eighteen years, 13 
who is legally free for adoption and who otherwise may not be adopted because 14 
the person has special needs. 15 

5.  "Department" means the department of economic security. 16 
6.  "Developmental disability" has the same meaning as provided 17 

PRESCRIBED in section 36-551. 18 
7.  "Emotional disturbance" means a condition which THAT impedes the 19 

child's ordinary developmental progress as defined by accepted psychiatric or 20 
psychological standards and as diagnosed by one or more psychiatrists or 21 
psychologists approved by the department. 22 

8.  "Emotional ties" include INCLUDES: 23 
(a)  Identification of the child as a member of the foster family. 24 
(b)  Identification by the foster family of the child as belonging to 25 

that family. 26 
(c)  The likelihood that the child will not establish significant 27 

emotional ties to another family if he THE CHILD is denied permanent 28 
placement with the foster family. 29 

9.  "High risk of physical or mental disease" means a potentially 30 
debilitating condition as defined by accepted standards of the health service 31 
profession and as certified by one or more health service providers approved 32 
by the department. 33 

10.  "High risk of severe emotional disturbance if removed from the care 34 
of his THE CHILD'S foster parents" means the development of significant 35 
emotional ties to the foster family as documented by the child's case manager 36 
and as diagnosed by a psychiatrist or psychologist approved by the 37 
department. 38 

11.  "Mental disability" means a lifelong condition which THAT is 39 
characterized by impaired intellectual development and impedes the ability to 40 
function independently as defined by accepted national standards and as 41 
certified by a psychologist, physician or child development specialist 42 
approved by the department. 43 
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12.  "Physical disability" means one of the following conditions: 1 
(a)  A chronically debilitating, progressive or fatal disease which 2 

THAT requires assistance for the child in activities of daily living. 3 
(b)  The requirement of assistance of another person or mechanical 4 

device for movement from place to place. 5 
13.  "Racial or ethnic factors" means Black, Hispanic, Native American, 6 

Oriental ASIAN or other heritage which THAT may prevent a child from being 7 
adopted by a family of similar racial or ethnic origin. 8 

14.  "Special needs" means one or more of the following conditions which 9 
THAT existed before the finalization of adoption: 10 

(a)  Physical, mental or developmental disability. 11 
(b)  Emotional disturbance. 12 
(c)  High risk of physical or mental disease. 13 
(d)  High risk of developmental disability. 14 
(e)  Age of six or more years at the time of application for an 15 

adoption subsidy. 16 
(f)  Sibling relationship. 17 
(g)  Racial or ethnic factors. 18 
(h)  High risk of severe emotional disturbance if removed from the care 19 

of his THE CHILD'S foster parents. 20 
(i)  DISRUPTION OF EDUCATION CAUSED BY MULTIPLE OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS 21 

IN THIS STATE. 22 
(i) (j)  Any combination of the special needs described in this 23 

paragraph. 24 
B.  The condition described in subsection A, paragraph 17 14, 25 

subdivision (h), is not a special need unless the foster care relationship 26 
existed before the foster adoption placement was made.  27 

Sec. 2.  Section 8-142, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 28 
8-142.  Adoption subsidy program; funding; tutoring; claims; 29 

limitation 30 
A.  The department of economic security shall establish and administer 31 

an ongoing program of subsidized adoption.  Adoption subsidies shall be 32 
provided from monies appropriated to the department or made available to it 33 
from other sources.  THE PROGRAM SHALL INCLUDE ACADEMIC TUTORING TO ASSIST 34 
ADOPTED CHILDREN WHOSE EDUCATION HAS BEEN DISRUPTED BECAUSE OF MULTIPLE 35 
OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS IN THIS STATE AND AS A RESULT THE CHILD IS WORKING 36 
BELOW GRADE LEVEL IN AT LEAST ONE CORE SUBJECT.  THE PROGRAM MAY ALSO MAKE 37 
ACADEMIC TUTORING AVAILABLE IF EITHER THE DEPARTMENT OR THE PARENT DETERMINES 38 
THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO KEEP THE CHILD WORKING AT GRADE LEVEL.  THE 39 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE THE TUTORING SERVICES DESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION 40 
AVAILABLE EVEN IF THE ADOPTION OCCURRED BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 41 
AMENDMENT TO THIS SECTION. 42 
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B.  The department of economic security shall not pay claims for a 1 
special services subsidy which THAT are submitted more than nine months after 2 
the date of the service for which payment is claimed except as authorized by 3 
rules of the department. 4 

C.  The department of economic security shall not consider an applicant 5 
for a state adoption subsidy until the applicant has applied for all existing 6 
federal eligibility categories under the title IV-E program. 7 

D.  The total amount that may be expended in any fiscal year by the 8 
department of economic security for the adoption subsidy program shall not 9 
exceed the amount appropriated in the general appropriations act for the 10 
program and any monies granted by the federal government, together with 11 
additional amounts appropriated for the program by any special legislative 12 
appropriation.  Transfers of monies between and among classes and programs 13 
shall continue to be permitted in accordance with the provisions of section 14 
35-173.  15 
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